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  HOLY HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE HILL OVERLOOKING ROBESONIA    

PASTOR PFLUEGER - PARISH PUBLISHER 

Reverend Oscar Pflueger was our Pastor from 1902-1913.   

Oscar E. Pflueger was born on March 11, 1861, in Schoenersville, Northampton County. He 

was prepared for the ministry at Muhlenberg College (1880-1884) and the Philadelphia 

Theological Seminary (1884-1887). On June 7, 1887, he was ordained in Zion’s Church, 

Philadelphia, by the Ministerium. Just one week later, on June 14, 1887, he married Ella C. 

Leopold, the daughter of a minister.  

Rev. Pflueger became the Pastor of the Womelsdorf Parish (which included St. Daniel’s) in 

November 1902 and served the church for approximately 11 years. 

Rev. Pflueger initiated the annual Parish Record, a precedent that is still followed today at 

St. Daniel’s, which documents the major events and activities as well as the record of 

ministerial acts (baptism, communion, confirmation, marriages, funerals) of the church 

during the previous year. [This is one way we know so many details from our history!] His 

first Parish Record was published in 1903. In that booklet, recording the events of his first 

year, from November 1, 1902 - October 31, 1903, he documented that year as the busiest 

of his life, having preached 157 times, conducted 34 funerals, administered 35 baptisms, 

performed 14 weddings, and confirmed 81 catechumens. 

Several building projects were completed during Rev. Pflueger’s tenure. In 1903, a house 

(the current “sexton’s house”) was built for the organist, sheds were erected to shelter 

church members’ horse teams, and a parsonage was purchased on High Street in 

Womelsdorf (that parsonage was renovated in 1908). A highlight of Rev. Pflueger’s tenure 

was the renovation of the church building in 1911. Additional floor space, a bell tower, and 

steam heat were added, plus other conveniences. More on that in next week’s Holy 

Highlight…  

In addition to changes in buildings, the church services were also changed. In July 1907, a 

resolution was adopted providing for more frequent administration of the Lord’s Supper; 

four times a year instead of the customary two times per year. According to the 1911 Parish 

Record, a decision was made to stand prior to the reading of the Gospel lesson.  This was 

because, “In the Epistle lesson the Apostles speak by inspiration, but in the Gospel Christ 

himself speaks to his people, and it is appropriate to show our reverence, by standing 

during the reading.”  And, on January 1, 1913, Church Council resolved that services in the 
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mornings would continue to be held in German, while services held in the afternoons and 

evenings would be held in English. 

The church purchased Rev. Pflueger an automobile, which he referred to as his “assistant,” 

thanks to the amount of time it saved him in traveling between his parish churches. 

In 1912, the Confirmation class provided a silk clerical robe for use by the pastor, which 

was met with much favor.  As such, on October 12, the Church Council, “Resolved, That 

the use of the clerical robe in our congregation be sanctioned, and that the pastor be 

requested to continue its use.” 

Rev. Pflueger took two leaves of absence for travel during his tenure at St. Daniel’s. One 

was a trip to attend the convention of the General Council (of the Lutheran Church) at 

Minneapolis. Another leave was taken for a trip to Europe, during which he visited “the 

homes of his ancestors, and places made famous by Luther.” This trip included a viewing of 

the Passion Play at Oberammergau; a trip replicated in part by members of St. Daniel’s in 

2000 during the church’s 250th anniversary celebration.  

Rev. Oscar Pflueger died of a heart attack on July 22, 1913, while preparing to go out on 

some pastoral duties. He was just 52 years of age. He is buried in Fairview Cemetery, 

Allentown.  The 1915 Parish Record (for 1914 activities) contained a tribute to Rev. Pflueger 

(see photos). 

Notable church events during Rev. Pflueger’s ministry at St. Daniel's: 

1906:  The 44-year-old pipe organ was reconsecrated after having been rebuilt at an 

expense of $370. 

1906:  The first formal church women’s group was formed, called “Willing Workers.” 

August 6, 1911:  The Aid Society of St. Daniel’s Congregation was organized. 

1912:  A Bell telephone was installed in the parsonage.  The phone number was 39 

Womelsdorf. 

What an amazing and enduring history we share! 

Follow this space throughout the year for snippets of St. Daniel's history from 1751 to 2026. 

Historical details taken from the 'Saint Daniel's Evangelical Lutheran Church "Eck Kirche" 

1751-2001' church history book written by the St. Daniel's History Committee in 

celebration of the 250th anniversary. More detail regarding this topic is found in Chapter 3 – 

Pastors.  Additional details from Parish Records.  Photos of St. Daniel’s archives. 
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#StDaniels #StDanielsLutheranChurch #EckKirche #CornerChurch 

#OnTheHillOverlookingRobesonia #RobesoniaPA #1751StDaniels2026 

#275thAnniversary #HolyHighlights #History #OurHistory #ReverendOscarPflueger 

#ParishRecord #ALotHappensIn275Years 

 

 

The 1915 Parish Record contained a tribute to Rev. Pflueger after his death. 
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(Continued) The 1915 Parish Record contained a tribute to Rev. Pflueger after his death. 
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Published in 1903, the first edition of the Parish Record initiated by Rev. Oscar Pflueger. 

Booklet cover, followed by the rest of the pages. 
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Inside cover with advertisements.  A small envelope was inserted into the booklet which was meant for donations toward 

the publishing costs.  Publication relied on advertisers and donations from the congregation. 
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The Womelsdorf Parish consisted of 4 congregations (St. Daniel’s, Zion in Womelsdorf, St. John’s in Host, and Zion in 

Strausstown), but a photo of St. Daniels’ church was included in this issue. 
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Inside back cover with advertisements. 
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Back cover with advertisements. 
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1909 schedule of services for the churches in the Womelsdorf Parish.  St. Daniel’s 

complete schedule is visible on this page.  Note services in English and German.  Note 

Harvest Home was celebrated in October. 
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Excerpt from the 1912 Parish Record regarding services in German and English. 


