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  HOLY HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE HILL OVERLOOKING ROBESONIA   

 

THE PARSONAGE: Shelter for the Shepherd  

In the early days of the church, the pastor was not supplied with living quarters. Pastors of 

the 1700s and 1800s often lived with friends or relatives. Others rented living quarters. St. 

Daniel’s first Pastor, Rev. John Nicholas Kurtz, lived with Conrad Weiser and his wife on 

their farm near Womelsdorf. 

By the early 1900s, many churches owned their own buildings for use as parsonages. St. 

Daniel’s first parsonage was a joint responsibility shared with other members of the 

Womelsdorf Parish. The parish was formed circa 1887 and consisted of four churches: St. 

Daniel’s, Zion - Womelsdorf, St. John’s - Host, and Zion - Strausstown. This parsonage, 

located on Third & High Streets in Womelsdorf, was purchased for Rev. Oscar Pflueger on 

February 25, 1903, for $4,000. It was renovated in 1905, and St. Daniel’s share was sold 

when the Womelsdorf Parish split in 1943. That parsonage building is currently part of the 

campus of Zion Lutheran Church in Womelsdorf. 

In 1943, the new Robesonia Lutheran Parish, composed of St. Daniel’s and Trinity Lutheran 

Church, purchased a house and refurbished it as a parsonage at 105 E. Penn Avenue in 

Robesonia. This was a 2-1/2 story brick house initially costing $5,000. When the Robesonia 

Lutheran Parish was dissolved in 1957, Trinity Lutheran agreed to buy St. Daniel’s share of 

the existing parsonage.  That parsonage building is currently a private residence across 

from the Robeson House restaurant in Robesonia. 

On October 13, 1957, St. Daniel’s congregation adopted a proposal to sell its parsonage 

share to Trinity (as noted above) and build a new parsonage on the St. Daniel’s church 

grounds east of the Pavilion, diagonally across from the church. The proposal included a 

cost estimate of $20-30,000. On May 7, 1958, it was decided to use stone instead of brick 

for construction and an additional $9,000 was authorized to cover the increased cost. The 

building was dedicated on November 23, 1958. That parsonage was in use until 1976 

during the pastorate of Rev. James Miller. 

There is a lot more to share about the final parsonage of St. Daniel’s!  More details in a 

future edition! 

 

What an amazing and enduring history we share! 

 

Follow this space throughout the year for snippets of St. Daniel's history from 1751 to 2026. 
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Historical details taken from the 'Saint Daniel's Evangelical Lutheran Church "Eck Kirche" 

1751-2001' church history book written by the St. Daniel's History Committee in 

celebration of the 250th anniversary. More details regarding this topic are found in Chapter 

2 – The Church Grows – The Parsonage.  Additional details from Parish Records from the 

applicable years. Photos from St. Daniel’s archives or as noted. 

 

#StDaniels #StDanielsLutheranChurch #EckKirche #CornerChurch 

#OnTheHillOverlookingRobesonia #RobesoniaPA #1751StDaniels2026 

#275thAnniversary #HolyHighlights #History #OurHistory #Parsonage  

#ALotHappensIn275Years  

 

 
From the 1912 Parish Record. 

 

 
Photo taken April 4, 2026. 



Posted to Facebook by Kim Henning 

April 9, 2026  Page 3 of 6 

 
Photo taken April 4, 2026. 

 

 
Reading Eagle article - November 23, 1958 
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Booklet from the Service of Dedication of the new parsonage – November 23, 1958 
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Booklet from the Service of Dedication of the new parsonage – November 23, 1958 
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Booklet from the Service of Dedication of the new parsonage – November 23, 1958 


