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  HOLY HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE HILL OVERLOOKING ROBESONIA   

 

MINISTERING DURING A WORLD WAR & A PANDEMIC 

 

Reverend Harvey Kidd was our Pastor from 1914-1926.   

Harvey S. Kidd was born on April 28, 1884, in Bath, PA. He studied for the ministry at 

Muhlenberg College in Allentown and the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia. 

He was ordained by the Ministerium of Pennsylvania on June 15, 1908.  Later in June 1908, 

he married Anna Florence Kramer and they had one son and three daughters. 

After the death of Rev. Oscar Pflueger in 1913, the Womelsdorf Parish (including St. 

Daniel’s) was without a pastor for one year and services were conducted by supply pastors. 

The 1915 Parish Record, recording events of the Womelsdorf Parish during the year 1914, 

noted that, “During the past years, e orts have been made by the Reading Conference to 

reduce the number of congregations in the various parishes so as to increase the number 

of regular services on Sundays as well as enable the pastors to attend to their work more 

e iciently.” It was determined that the best time to make these changes was when there 

was a vacancy in the pastorate, as was the case after the death of Rev. Pflueger. Thus, Zion 

- Strausstown became part of a new parish, leaving St. Daniels, Zion - Womelsdorf, and St. 

John’s - Host as the 3 members of the Womelsdorf Parish. On May 24, 1914, the Rev. 

Harvey Kidd preached his first sermon at St. Daniel’s. On June 21, he was elected to the 

Parish. On July 24, he and his family moved into the parsonage, and Rev. Kidd was o icially 

installed on August 30, 1914.  

Rev. Kidd was the chairman of a Reading Conference committee that published a History of 

the Lutheran Churches in Berks County in 1923. 

During his pastorate of the Womelsdorf Parish, the current Zion church building was 

erected (1916-1918); Trinity church (Robesonia) organized and purchased its chapel (1917), 

thus making Womelsdorf a four-congregation Parish again; and St. Daniel’s made 

improvements to its church building.  Those improvements included installation of electric 

lights to replace oil lamps in June 1921, paid for by the Sunday School at a cost of $700, 

plus volunteer labor to provide the wood for the poles and physically run the electric lines 

from Robesonia.  St. Daniel’s also decided on July 6, 1924 to purchase a new electric pipe 

organ from M.P. Moeller Organ Builders of Hagerstown, Maryland at a cost of $4,150.  It 

arrived at the Robesonia train station on Christmas Day 1924 and was moved into the 

church on the following day.  It was dedicated on April 12, 1925 (Easter).   Professor C. 
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Walter Wallace, a noted blind organist from Philadelphia, was the special organist of the 

day. 

Some other significant changes occurred during Rev. Kidd’s time at St. Daniel’s: 

1918 – The “Spanish Flu” influenza pandemic closed the church from October 6 - 

November 3 and again from November 24 - December 15.  

1918 – There was a change from the common Communion cup to individual Communion 

cups, partly because of the flu epidemic.  

July 4, 1920 – Though Rev. Kidd was not enthusiastic about it, Sunday School was organized 

by Calvin Brown.  

January 1, 1924 – weekly duplex o ering envelopes were introduced, to be used on a 

voluntary basis. 

Significant world events during Rev. Kidd’s time at St. Daniel’s included: 

* The United States entered World War I on April 6, 1917.  (WWI was waged July 28, 1914-

November 11, 1918.) 

* In 1920, the 18th Amendment to the US Constitution was adopted, establishing 

Prohibition (it was repealed via the 21st Amendment in 1933).  

 

Rev. Kidd resigned from the Womelsdorf Parish on February 12, 1926, which was e ective 

March 15, 1926.  He died August 18, 1942, at the age of 58 and is buried at the Green Mount 

Cemetery in Bath, PA. 

What an amazing and enduring history we share! 

Follow this space throughout the year for snippets of St. Daniel's history from 1751 to 2026. 

 

Historical details taken from the 'Saint Daniel's Evangelical Lutheran Church "Eck Kirche" 

1751-2001' church history book written by the St. Daniel's History Committee in 

celebration of the 250th anniversary. More details regarding this topic are found in Chapter 

3 – Pastors.  Additional details from Parish Records from the applicable years. Photos from 

St. Daniel’s archives. 
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#StDaniels #StDanielsLutheranChurch #EckKirche #CornerChurch 

#OnTheHillOverlookingRobesonia #RobesoniaPA #1751StDaniels2026 #275thAnniversary 

#HolyHighlights #History #OurHistory #ReverendHarveyKidd #ParishRecord 

#ALotHappensIn275Years  

 

                
Reverend Harvey Kidd 

 

 
From 1911 Parish Record regarding services in English vs. German. 
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Confirmation Class – 1922 

 

 
Confirmation Class - 1924 
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An appeal from Rev. Kidd in the 1916 Parish Record regarding the need for more ministers 

(only men at the time). 
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Commentary from Rev. Kidd in the 1919 Parish Record regarding o erings and 

the church’s monetary needs. 
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New Organ Dedication Service – April 12, 1925 

 


