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  HOLY HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE HILL OVERLOOKING ROBESONIA   

 

DESIGNER OF BUILDINGS; WRITER OF PRAYERS 

 

Reverend Harry Miller was our Pastor from 1926-1939.   

Harry Miller was born on April 22, 1873, in Selinsgrove PA. He attended public school in 

Selinsgrove and the Missionary Institute (now Susquehanna University), from which he 

graduated in 1893. He attended Muhlenberg College in Allentown and graduated with 

honors in 1895. His studied for the ministry at the Lutheran Theological Seminary in 

Philadelphia, from which he graduated in 1898. That same year, Rev. Miller accepted an 

invitation to become a pioneer missionary in Brooklyn, NY; a work that in a short time grew 

the congregation from 13 members to 500. He married Bertha C. Decker on October 12, 

1910, and they had 8 children. 

During the dark days of World War I, Rev. Miller was so moved that he wanted to enter the 

field of medicine. His desire to make this profession change was thwarted when his 

scholastic records were lost in a fire at the administration building at Susquehanna 

University.  

Rev. Miller was chosen to be the pastor of the Womelsdorf Lutheran Parish (including St. 

Daniel’s) in 1926. He accepted the call on June 15 and was formally installed in Zion - 

Womelsdorf on July 18, 1926. He was St. Daniel’s pastor for 13 years. *Note:  It appears 

there is a typo in the 1939 Parish Record memorial tribute as well as Rev. Miller’s 

tombstone, as they indicate that he started at the Womelsdorf Parish in May 1927.  

However, there is proof via other Parish Records and the 175th Anniversary service program 

(October 3, 1926) that Rev. Miller was in fact at the Parish in 1926. 

Unlike Rev. Harvey Kidd before him, Rev. Miller was enthusiastic about the Sunday School 

at St. Daniel’s and it grew tremendously during his pastorate. He also wrote the prayer 

entitled “Our Sunday School Prayer” in 1926. Copies of the prayer can be found pasted 

onto the inside of cover of the old Sunday School hymnals (see photo). Per the St. Daniel's  

250th anniversary history book, as of 2001, the prayer was still used to open the Sunday 

School services at St. Daniel’s.  

Rev. Miller also had a strong interest in architecture. While he was at the mission in New 

York, he designed many of the features of the Gothic-style Lutheran Church of the 

Reformation in Brooklyn. In addition, the baptismal font, hymn boards, and other 

appointments in Trinity Lutheran Church in Robesonia were built by Rev. Miller. (It would be 
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interesting to know how many of those things remain at Trinity today!) He also designed and 

built his own home on the Susquehanna River and was recognized as a master cabinet 

maker.  

In addition to his love of architecture and missions, Rev. Miller was active in local care 

facilities. He was Secretary to the Board of the Good Shepherd Home in Allentown, a 

member of the Advisory Board of the Lutheran Home in Germantown in Philadelphia, and a 

member of the Board of the Lutheran Home in Topton, PA.  

Rev. Harry Miller died at the age of 66 on December 24, 1939, while still at St. Daniel’s. He 

is buried in Heidelberg Cemetery in Robesonia.  As seen in the following tribute, Rev. Miller 

was a well-loved and respected Pastor, and his death was considered a terrible loss to the 

St. Daniel’s congregation and the Womelsdorf Parish as a whole: 

“The passing of such a versatile and beloved man has been a terrible shock to his friends. 

His cheery personality and his Christlike character are the memories we shall always 

cherish. We can say that surely a great man walked among us, humbly. Pray to God that He 

will raise up men of similar character to preach the Truth and minister to the needs of His 

people.” – From the 1939 Parish Record, denoted as the “Memorial Copy” after the passing 

of Rev. Harry Miller 

 

Some other significant events occurred during Rev. Miller’s time at St. Daniel’s: 

1926 – 175th Anniversary celebration; special services held. 

1927 – Abolishment of a minimum yearly assessment in order to be admitted as and 

remain a church member. 

1927 – 1st time women were allowed to vote at St. Daniel’s. 

1928 – The Pavilion was built at a cost of $1,531.26. 

1928 – The Chancel was changed to allow more room for the choir. 

1929 – South Mountain (Texter) Sunday School was started by the Womelsdorf Parish. 

1930 – An addition to the Pavilion cost $998.71. 

1931 – The Sunday School Orchestra was formed under the leadership of Homer Landis. 

1937 – The Building and Improvement Fund was started. 
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Significant world events during Rev. Miller’s time at St. Daniel’s included: 

* 1927 – Charles Lindberg completed the first trans-Atlantic flight. 

* 1929 – The stock market crashed, setting off the Great Depression. 

* 1939 – World War II began as German forces attacked Poland. 

 

What an amazing and enduring history we share! 

Follow this space throughout the year for snippets of St. Daniel's history from 1751 to 2026. 

 

Historical details taken from the 'Saint Daniel's Evangelical Lutheran Church "Eck Kirche" 

1751-2001' church history book written by the St. Daniel's History Committee in 

celebration of the 250th anniversary. More details regarding this topic are found in Chapter 

3 – Pastors.  Additional details from Parish Records from the applicable years. Photos from 

St. Daniel’s archives or as noted. 

 

#StDaniels #StDanielsLutheranChurch #EckKirche #CornerChurch 

#OnTheHillOverlookingRobesonia #RobesoniaPA #1751StDaniels2026 #275thAnniversary 

#HolyHighlights #History #OurHistory #ReverendHarryMiller #ParishRecord 

#SundaySchoolPrayer #ALotHappensIn275Years  

 

 

Rev. Harry P. Miller 
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The Sunday School Prayer 

written by Rev. Harry Miller 

is pasted inside this 

“Triumphant Service Songs” 

hymnal. 

 

Oh Lord, we pray thee, 

Be with us now to bless us 

As we learn Thy word, 

That as Thy dear children, 

We may remember and follow it 

All the days of our lives, 

For Jesus’ sake. 

Amen.  
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Confirmation Class 

1932 

Rev. Harry Miller 

 

(Recognize any 

names?) 

 

175th Anniversary 

service program 
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1928 letter from Rev. Harry P. Miller to the congregation. 
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From the 1939 Parish Record – denoted as the “Memorial Copy” 

after the passing of Rev. Harry Miller. 
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Rev. Harry Miller’s grave in Heidelberg Cemetery, Robesonia,  

across the street from St. Daniel’s.  Photos taken April 28, 2026 by Kim Henning. 

 


