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  HOLY HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE HILL OVERLOOKING ROBESONIA   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL – Rooted in Scripture, Growing in Faith Since 1920 

Prior to 1920, St. Daniel’s made several attempts to organize a Sunday School. 

On April 10, 1904, a Sunday School started but only lasted about one year. On March 23, 

1905, a St. Daniel’s Evangelical Lutheran Bible School was approved, but did not last long. 

There might have been even earlier attempts in the 1800s. Early e orts were impacted by 

bad weather in the winter and poor means of transportation. 

But in 1920, all that changed. 

It all started in the year 1919, when Calvin E. Brown graduated from Robesonia High School 

and went away to Pennsylvania State College. While there, he attended a Lutheran Church 

and Sunday School. His experience there inspired him to promote a similar Sunday School 

at his home church at St. Daniel’s. Unfortunately, Rev. Harvey Kidd did not have the same 

enthusiasm, nor did the congregation. Apparently, criticism of the idea included feelings 

that, “It’s been tried before and failed,” or “It will be alright in the summer, but it won’t 

survive the winter months,” and concerns over financial needs, meeting space, and even 

children spoiling the pages of the hymnals. Even though Calvin Brown’s dream was 

temporarily slowed, he was determined that spiritual education was necessary for the 

future of his church. He managed to gain access to a Church Council meeting through his 

friend, Paul Katzaman, who was a local schoolteacher and a member of the Council. The 

Council concurred with the Pastor and was of the opinion the Sunday School idea would 

eventually come to an untimely end. However, a proposal was made that if 50 members 

could be gathered for an organizational meeting, permission would be granted to start a 

Sunday School. 

Calvin Brown and his friends Paul Katzaman and Edgar Lutz undertook the task of going 

house to house and farm to farm to invite people to attend the meeting in hopes of getting 

the 50 members. As automobiles were scarce at this time, they scoured the area on 

horseback and by walking to determine whether or not this Sunday School dream could 

become a reality. 

The date of the first service and meeting was Sunday, July 4, 1920 at 2 PM at the “Eck 

Kirche.” Lo and behold, 54 people attended! The second meeting on the following Sunday 

was even better, with 73 people attending. The Sunday School was o icially established at 

the first meeting and Calvin E. Brown was appointed to serve as its first superintendent. 

Way to go, Calvin! 
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On the agenda for the first meeting of the Sunday School was, first, to elect sta  and, 

second, to make plans to raise funds to buy literature and hymnals. A picnic was planned 

and held at the church two weeks later, earning over $100. By the end of July, the School 

had grown to 80 members and by the end of September all Sunday School lesson materials 

and hymnals were purchased; $40 was paid to the Church Council for coal; and there 

remained a balance of $299 in the Sunday School treasury. 

As the Sunday School evolved, the organizers felt that to obtain maximum benefits from 

religious instruction provided by the Sunday School, it was important to have all students 

attend regularly. One incentive was to create as many o ices as possible to place 

responsibility on several individuals and thus enforce the importance of being present to 

perform their duties. In addition to basic sta , such o ices as librarian, assistant librarian, 

ushers, assistant ushers, and other duties were assigned to young boys and girls, who took 

their duties seriously. Recognition was also given to all classes whose attendance 

increased during the school year. Thus, an emphasis on regular attendance was very 

productive and beneficial, and contributed to reaching out to everyone in the community. A 

“pin system” was also developed. Perfect attendance the first year earned a blue pin 

printed with the words “Lutheran Sunday School.” The second year earned a gold shield 

embracing the blue pin and successive years received a colored bar to attach to the pin. 

The Sunday School also took on additional projects. In 1921, the Sunday School was 

instrumental in getting electric lights installed in the church at a cost of $700. More than 

obtaining funding was needed for such an ambitious project; it also involved volunteer 

labor to provide the wood for the poles and to physically run the electric lines from 

Robesonia. In 1925, the Sunday School also contributed $500 to the organ fund. In 1934, 

the Sunday School provided an artificial limb to George Cleaver at the cost of $150. 

Although they were busy with all these other projects, the Sunday School sta  and other 

interested members did not forget their real objective; namely, the spiritual education of 

the children and their own training. By 1925, there were seven Sunday School classes, plus 

a teacher training class taught by Calvin Brown. The teachers met every Friday evening for a 

combined business meeting and training session. Bible study focused on the Old and New 

Testaments, the life and works of St. Paul and his missionary journeys, followed by a course 

on prayer. The session closed with all forming a circle, joining hands, and each person 

repeating a Bible verse, with a new verse every week. 

The Sunday School Constitution was revised in 1925, stating that there would be Sunday 

services throughout the year. Despite snow-drifted roads, severe cold, unheated buildings, 
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and failing electric power, plus an attendance on some days of as few as four people, 

services were held every Sunday. 

In 1926, St. Daniel’s received a new pastor, Rev. Harry P. Miller, who was featured in last 

week’s Holy Highlight. Rev. Harry Miller was considered a great asset to the growth of the 

Sunday School. He showed an immediate interest in the Sunday School and wrote the 

opening prayer. As a result of Rev. Miller’s keen interest and enthusiasm, the membership 

grew to the point where space became a problem. On June 3, 1928, the congregation 

approved the construction of a 30’ x 100’ frame pavilion on the church grounds to provide 

more space to hold classes. The Pavilion was located across the intersection from the 

church in a grove of trees, near the site of our current church, about 75 feet east of the 

Sexton’s house. 

Due to continued growth, even with the Pavilion, forethought was given to the future need 

for more space. Since there was desire to have the entire School meeting in one building, 

plans were made in January 1939 to establish a “Building Fund Club.” On May 7, 1950, the 

congregation of St. Daniel’s approved the construction of the Christian Education Building 

that, when built, was attached to the west side of the church.  Monies from the Building 

Fund were used toward this purpose. 

Calvin Brown was the Sunday School Superintendent for over 30 years. The song “The Bell 

of St. Daniel’s” – recently sung at our “Sing to the Lord – Honoring Our Music Heritage” 

275th Anniversary service in April 2026 – was written by Katie Saltzer for Calvin Brown on 

the occasion of a Sunday School Anniversary. 

What an amazing and enduring history we share! 

Follow this space throughout the year for snippets of St. Daniel's history from 1751 to 2026. 

 

Historical details taken from the 'St. Daniel's Evangelical Lutheran Church "Eck Kirche" 

1751-2001' church history book written by the St. Daniel's History Committee in 

celebration of the 250th anniversary. More details regarding this topic are found in Chapter 

4 – Ministry – Sunday School and Christian Education.  Additional details from Parish 

Records from the applicable years and various Sunday School anniversary booklets. 

Photos from St. Daniel’s archives or as noted. 

 

#StDaniel’s #StDaniel’sLutheranChurch #EckKirche #CornerChurch 

#OnTheHillOverlookingRobesonia #RobesoniaPA #1751StDaniel’s2026 #275thAnniversary 

#HolyHighlights #History #OurHistory #SundaySchool #CalvinBrown #PaulKatzaman 

#EdgarLutz #Rev.HarveyKidd #Rev.HarryMiller #Pavilion #EducationBuilding #ParishRecord 

#ALotHappensIn275Years  
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Daniel Bechtel, Kathryn Koch, Laura Lutz 

 

Pictured in 1999 at Celebration Sunday, 

they were charter members of the Sunday 

School program. 

 

 

 

Sunday School Perfect Attendance Pin Sunday School pin from 1930 
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From the Silver Anniversary celebration 

 

 
Bulletin from July 8, 1945 



Posted to Facebook by Kim Henning 

May 14, 2026  Page 7 of 9 

  

  

10th Anniversary of the Sunday School 

~ 1930 ~ 
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Booklet cover for the 

25th Anniversary of the Sunday School 

~ 1945 ~ 

Bulletin cover for the 

60th Anniversary of the Sunday School 

~ 1980 ~ 

  

Booklet cover for the 

75th Anniversary of the Sunday School 

~ 1995 ~ 

Souvenir plate celebrating the 

75th Anniversary of the Sunday School 

Plate / Photo – courtesy of Nan Feeg 
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Summary of Sunday School enrollment and attendance for the year 1950. 

 


