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  HOLY HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE HILL OVERLOOKING ROBESONIA   

 

MEMORIAL AMPHITHEATER – TO REMEMBER & HONOR 

Construction of a Memorial Amphitheater began in March 1945. The purpose of the 

memorial was to perpetuate the memory of those who did not return from World War II and 

to exemplify gratitude to those who did return. 

Of the many St. Daniel’s members who were enlisted in the Armed Forces, three died while 

serving our country during World War II:  Earl Moyer, Elwood Wartzenluft, and John 

Wenrich. 

The St. Daniel’s church property included an ideal hillside for the seats of an open-air 

theater. Situated across the street on a western slope to the south of the church edifice, the 

amphitheater was built for a seating capacity of about 2,500 people. Construction was 

performed almost entirely by volunteers from St. Daniel’s, with the help of several 

Mexicans employed by the Reading Railroad Co. The labor crews of about 70 members 

were headed by Rev. Elmer L. Leisey, Pastor of St. Daniel’s, and Calvin E. Brown, founder of 

St. Daniel’s Sunday School. The steep slope was shaped mostly by hand labor with pick 

and shovel by moving an astounding 1,100 tons of earth. Five hundred railroad ties donated 

by the Reading Railroad Co. were set into the hillside in a semicircle. Seats were made of 

wooden planks supported by the railroad ties. Women of the congregation put stain and 

sealer on the wooden seats. James Harnish constructed the stonework for the stage area. 

Tan bark from the coal regions covered the stage area. E. Lincoln Murdough, a local 

landscaper, provided shrubbery for the stage backdrop. A memorial stone was placed on 

the west end of the amphitheater to recognize veterans of foreign wars. 

Dedication services were held on July 4, 1945, in conjunction with the Silver Anniversary of 

the Sunday School. Entertainment was provided by the Allentown Band and an address 

was given by The Honorable Guy K. Bard, a judge in the Lancaster Courts and brother of 

Clara Leisey, the wife of Rev. Elmer Leisey. 

No time was lost in the presentation of a wide variety of programs at the amphitheater. 

Immediately following the dedication on July 4, the Lutheran Rural Rally of the Ministerium 

of Pennsylvania was held in the amphitheater on Sunday, July 8, 1945. The formal address 

was given by the Rev. Franklin Clark Fry, D.D., President of the United Lutheran Church of 

America. Music for the occasion was provided by the Ringgold Band. Subsequent events at 

the amphitheater ranged from simple picnics to notable extravaganzas. One notable 

pageant was the Centennial Celebration, 1855-1955, of the town of Robesonia. 
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The amphitheater was the scene of numerous picnics featuring the Allentown, Pottstown, 

and Ringgold bands; Memorial Day programs; anniversaries; community functions; choir 

and orchestra performances; Easter dawn services; community memorial services held by 

the VFW; and Pennsylvania German Fersommlings. The Brotherhood organization even 

sponsored minstrel shows as late as 1953. Proceeds from these shows were used in the 

church building fund and to reduce building debt. In 1955 and 1956, the Conrad Weiser 

School District Baccalaureate Services were held in the amphitheater, and in 1956 the 

school’s commencement was held there. 

Dramatic changes in post-World War II social life in the United States -- caused by factors 

such as radio, television, and the individual mobility provided by the automobile -- resulted 

in diminished use of the amphitheater. Eventually, it fell into disrepair and was dismantled 

in 1972. A stone semicircle, the edge of the stage, and the World War veterans memorial 

stone are all that remain of the amphitheater structures. 

In 2021, the veterans memorial stone was moved from the old amphitheater to “the hill 

overlooking Robesonia,” near the end of the main parking lot on the curve of the driveway 

heading toward the rear parking lot of St. Daniel’s. The relocation provides better access to 

and recognition of the memorial honoring and remembering World War veterans, which 

would now include all wars. Look for it the next time you are at church! Also, as you drive 

through the parking lot around the back of the church, look down the hill on your left and 

you will see the remains of the amphitheater! 

What an amazing and enduring history we share! 

Follow this space throughout the year for snippets of St. Daniel's history from 1751 to 2026. 

 

Historical details taken from the 'St. Daniel's Evangelical Lutheran Church "Eck Kirche" 

1751-2001' church history book written by the St. Daniel's History Committee in 

celebration of the 250th anniversary. More details regarding this topic are found in Chapter 

6 – Christian Fellowship – Amphitheater.  Additional details from Parish Records from the 

applicable years. Photos from St. Daniel’s archives or as noted. 

 

#StDaniels #StDanielsLutheranChurch #EckKirche #CornerChurch 

#OnTheHillOverlookingRobesonia #RobesoniaPA #1751StDaniels2026 #275thAnniversary 

#HolyHighlights #History #OurHistory #MemorialAmphitheater #Amphitheater 

#VeteransMemorial #ParishRecord #ALotHappensIn275Years  
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Reading Eagle 

newspaper 

articles about 

the 

amphitheater 

and dedication 

of the memorial 

stone. 
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NOW:  The remains of the Memorial Amphitheater, as seen from the rear parking lot of St. 

Daniel's.  Heidelberg Cemetery is across the street (N. Church Street). 

Photo taken October 16, 2025 by Kim Henning. 

 

THEN:  Robesonia Band playing at the Memorial Amphitheater. 
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NOW:  The remains of the Memorial Amphitheater, specifically the stone semicircle and 

the edge of the stage.  Photos taken October 16, 2025 by Kim Henning. 
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NOW:  The remains of the Memorial Amphitheater, as seen from N. Church Street.  The rear 

of the church and the shed are seen at the top of the hill.  Photo taken October 16, 2025 by 

Kim Henning. 

 

 

THEN:  Memorial Amphitheater 

View from Heidelberg Cemetery across N. Church Street toward the hill where the church 

is now located. 
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The stone originally located in the Memorial Amphitheater, now located on the side of the 

church building.  It reads "St. Daniel's Memorial Amphitheater erected in honor of World 

War veterans."  Photo taken November 1, 2025 by Kim Henning. 
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(Above & below photos) The stone originally located in the Memorial Amphitheater, now 

located on the side of the church building, “on the hill overlooking Robesonia.”  (See red 

circle in photo below for location of the stone.)  Photos taken November 1, 2025 by Kim 

Henning. 
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Construction of the Amphitheater. 

Photo from the 1946 Parish Record documenting activities of 1945. 

 

 

Memorial Amphitheater nearing completion, 1945. 
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From the booklet celebrating the 25th Anniversary of the Sunday School.  Note that online 

military records show that John Hughes Wenrich is the correct name of the member listed 

as having died in an auto crash, not John D. Wenrich. 
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Memorial Amphitheater 

The cars are parked across N. Church Street. 

 

 

Memorial Amphitheater 
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Memorial Amphitheater stone 

 

 

Memorial Amphitheater - View from the steeple of the second (previous) church building – 

1951.  The sexton’s house is in the foreground of the photo. 
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A "Fersommling" to be held at the Memorial Amphitheater, 1949 

 

 

 

A show at the Memorial Amphitheater, 1951 

 

 


