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  HOLY HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE HILL OVERLOOKING ROBESONIA   

 

ONE CONGREGATION, ONE PASTOR – REV. JAMES B. MILLER 

FIRST FULL-TIME PASTOR; LAST PASTOR TO SERVE AS COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

Reverend James Miller was our Pastor from February 23, 1958, until May 31, 1976. 

Rev. James Miller holds the distinction of being St. Daniel’s first full-time pastor. Prior to 

that, St. Daniel’s shared a pastor with other churches in the surrounding area as part of the 

Tulpehocken Charge, then the Womelsdorf Parish, and finally the Robesonia Parish. Rev. 

Miller led the congregation during the sometimes-challenging times of transitioning to an 

independent church parish. 

James Bulmer Miller was born on March 25, 1926, in Lansford, Carbon County, PA. He 

graduated from Lansford High School in 1943. He received a BA degree in Psychology and 

Religion from Muhlenberg College in 1946 and his Master of Divinity degree from Mt. Airy 

Lutheran Seminary in Philadelphia in 1949. He was ordained by the Ministerium of 

Pennsylvania on May 18, 1949, at Buck Hill Falls in the Poconos. James Miller and Mary 

Jane Showalter were married on October 23, 1949. They had one son, James Dana. 

Rev. Miller was installed at St. Daniel’s on February 23, 1958. Fellowship was very much a 

part of St. Daniel’s church life during the time of Rev. Miller’s leadership. Some of it was the 

result of a continuation of already established activities. The Young Adult Bible Class met 

socially once per month, Luther League was active, and both men’s and women’s groups 

were strong. There were church recreational teams, dart leagues, and men’s and women’s 

bowling leagues, with enough interest to support three separate women’s bowling teams. 

Church suppers were popular events, and congregational meetings were well attended. 

The music program also continued to thrive during Rev. Miller’s pastorate. 

There were also new developments and changes. Introduction of the new “red” Service 

Book and Hymnal brought about changes in both worship and music. In an interview for the 

250th Anniversary, Rev. Miller stated, “We conducted two worship services for a time 

[starting in 1959], each served by its own choir, and we experienced an increase in 

attendance, but we also found that it split the congregation and split the fellowship. We felt 

strongly enough about it to change back to one service [in 1962].” A first set of hand bells, a 

gift from Mabel Davis Koch in memory of her husband, Howard, started a new music 

program that continued up until the 2020 COVID pandemic altered our worship practices. 
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In 1958, the congregation built its own parsonage for the Millers that was located on the 

site of the current church. There is a lot more to share about the final parsonage of St. 

Daniel’s! More details on that in a future edition! 

Throughout his pastorate, Rev. Miller filled many roles. He worked in an era in which the 

church had no paid sta  to assist. Rev. Miller handled all visitations and administered Holy 

Communion to homebound and hospitalized members. He handled all secretarial duties, 

typed and folded worship bulletins (later recruiting the youth to fold the bulletins), and 

began a monthly newsletter, “The Corner Church News,” personally taking it to the printer 

each month. He compiled the annual Church Record booklet and solicited advertising to 

pay for the printing. Rev. Miller gave credit to volunteers for doing much work. He recalled, 

“Workers came out in force on weekends, and were prepared to do whatever was 

necessary,” no matter the task. 

During catechetical instruction, Rev. Miller stressed learning the significance of parts of the 

worship service as well as the Ten Commandments, the Lord’s Prayer, and the Creeds. 

Passionate and earnest, he was deeply committed to encouraging faithful Sunday morning 

attendance, frequently using the Corner Church News to remind and challenge the 

congregation. 

Alongside his demanding work with the church, Rev. Miller was also active in other 

organizations. He was a member of the Conrad Weiser Lions Club, Robesonia, and 

Conference secretary from 1954-1957; chairman of the Commission on Welfare of the 

Union Church; treasurer of Lutheran World Action; and United Lutheran Church in 

American convention delegate at Toronto, Canada. He served on the boards of the former 

Central Pennsylvania Synod and the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod. He is listed in 

Who’s Who in the East, Who’s Who in Religion, and Platform Speakers of America. Rev. 

Miller had done graduate work at Penn State University, Gettysburg College, and the 

University of West Virginia. 

After leaving St. Daniel’s, Rev. Miller served Christ Yocom’s Lutheran Church in Grill and 

Vinemont Community Lutheran in Fritztown until his retirement in 1996. He also served as 

visitation Pastor at St. John's Lutheran Church in Sinking Spring for 10-1/2 years. On May 

18, 2023, Rev. Miller observed the 75th anniversary of his ordination. 

Rev. James Miller died on September 30, 2023, at the age of 97. He is interred in Fairview 

Cemetery Annex in Denver, PA. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 



 

Posted to Facebook by Kim Henning 

August 6, 2026  Page 3 of 9 

Reverend John Keener was our Pastor from July 1, 1976, to October 1, 1976. 

Rev. Keener served St. Daniel’s in the capacity of Vice Pastor from July 1, 1976, to October 

1, 1976, between the pastorates of Rev. James B. Miller and Rev. Edward W. Cloughen. 

John D. Keener was born on August 8, 1909, in Strausstown, PA. He graduated from 

Muhlenberg College in 1932 and the Mt. Airy Lutheran Seminary in Philadelphia in 1935. He 

was ordained by the Ministerium of Pennsylvania on July 21, 1935, in Reading, PA. Six days 

after his ordination, he married Esther Klopp of Reading. The Keeners had six children: 

Doris, Kathryn, Rev. Thomas, Lois, Robert, and Ruth. 

In addition to his church duties, Rev. Keener was active in the Lutheran Church at large. He 

served for seven years as statistician of the Wilkes-Barre Conference, several years on the 

stewardship committees of the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod, Ministerium of 

Pennsylvania, and was Dean of the West Berks Mission District. He was active as a 

delegate to the United Lutheran Church in American conventions in Cleveland and Kansas 

City. 

Rev. John Keener died on October 12, 1989, at the age of 80. He is buried in the Altalaha 

Lutheran Cemetery in Rehrersburg, PA. 

Some other significant events occurred during Rev. James Miller’s and Rev. John Keener’s 

ministries at St. Daniel’s: 

* November 23, 1958 – Dedication of the St. Daniel’s parsonage. 

* May-September 1964 – Renovations to the church building, partially funded via an 

“Improvement Fund Campaign”.  Rededication services held September 27 - October 4. 

* 1966 – The Reading Fair Stand was sold for $50, after St. Daniel’s operated it from 1941-

1961. 

* 1966 – The Pavilion was sold for $893.90 and removed from the church property, after 

which the basement area was filled in. 

* 1967 – Renovations to the Sunday School building basement.  Dedication held October 1. 

* 1972 – Joyce Hassler was the first woman to serve a full term as an elected member of 

Church Council, 1972-1975. 

* 1974 – Complete rebuilding of the church organ with some new stops added. 

Rededication of the Moller Organ and new console held March 31. 

* 1975 – First set of handbells dedicated. 
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*May 11, 1975 – Burning of the church organ debt of $21,000.00. 

* 1976 – St. Daniel’s 225th Anniversary; special services held in May. 

* June 6, 1976 – Church Constitution amended to have the Council President elected from 

members of Council rather than have the Pastor as President. 

* September 12, 1976 – Joint service celebrating the 100th Anniversary of St. Paul’s UCC 

and the 225th Anniversary of St. Daniel’s. 

 

Significant US and world events during Rev. James Miller’s and Rev. John Keener’s 

ministries at St. Daniel’s included: 

* 1958 – Lutheran Service Book and Hymnal (the “red” hymnal) was published. 

* 1960 – The American Lutheran Church (ALC) was established. 

* April 12, 1961 – Soviet cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin became the first human to orbit Earth. 

* February 20, 1962 – US astronaut John Glenn became the first American to orbit Earth. 

* November 22, 1963 – President John F. Kennedy was assassinated in Dallas, TX. 

* March 1965 – U.S. ground troops first deployed in Vietnam. 

* April 4, 1968 – Civil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated in Memphis, TN. 

* July 20, 1969 – US Astronaut Neil Armstrong became the first human to land on and walk 

on the moon. 

* 1974 – Word processors began to replace typewriters in business o ices. 

* August 9, 1974 – U.S. President Richard Nixon resigned in disgrace. 

* April 30, 1975 – The Vietnam War ended. 

* 1976 – Bicentennial (200th) Anniversary of the United States of America. 

 

What an amazing and enduring history we share! 

Follow this space throughout the year for snippets of St. Daniel's history from 1751 to 2026. 

 

Historical details taken from the 'St. Daniel's Evangelical Lutheran Church "Eck Kirche" 

1751-2001' church history book written by the St. Daniel's History Committee in 
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celebration of the 250th anniversary. More details regarding this topic are found in Chapter 

3 – Pastors. Additional details from Church Records and The Corner Church News from the 

applicable years. Photos from St. Daniel’s archives. 

 

#StDaniels #StDanielsLutheranChurch #EckKirche #CornerChurch 

#OnTheHillOverlookingRobesonia #RobesoniaPA #1751StDaniels2026 

#275thAnniversary #HolyHighlights #History #OurHistory #ReverendJamesMiller 

#FirstFulltimePastor #ChurchRecord #CornerChurchNews #ReverendJohnKeener 

#ALotHappensIn275Years  

 

 

 

  

Photo from the 1958 Church Record Bulletin cover for the installation of  

Rev. James Miller as Pastor of  

St. Daniel’s Lutheran Church 

February 23, 1958 
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Cover of the 1st edition of the 

Corner Church News, published by 

Pastor James Miller, 

January 1960. 

Introduction and welcome to the 1st 

edition of the Corner Church News, 

January 1960. 

 



 

Posted to Facebook by Kim Henning 

August 6, 2026  Page 7 of 9 

 

“The angel who heralds the birth of our 

King invites you to worship with us 

during this season of His birth! Love in 

Christ Jesus, Pastor Miller, St. Daniel’s, 

Robesonia.” 

 

- Angel greeting found tucked in the 

Church Council minutes from the 

1960s. 

 

 

 
 

Blurb from the June 1960 edition of the 

Corner Church News. 

Blurb from the April 1961 edition of the 

Corner Church News. 
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Blurbs from the September-October 1970 edition of the Corner Church News. 

 

 

 

Blurb from the February 1960 edition of the 

Corner Church News. 

Blurb from the January 1960 edition of the 

Corner Church News. 
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April 11, 1976: Rev. Miller’s last Confirmation class, which was also the last group to be confirmed 

in the old church before the December 8, 1976 fire. 

 

  

Rev. James Miller 

from the 1971 church directory 

Rev. John Keener 

Vice Pastor: July 1-October 1, 1976 

 


