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  HOLY HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE HILL OVERLOOKING ROBESONIA   

 

A NEW LOOK – AND A FAMILIAR RING 

After the construction of the Sunday School building in 1951/1952, St. Daniel’s underwent 

additional renovations in 1964 and 1967 under the pastorate of Rev. James Miller. 

With continued growth in the Sunday School, by 1959 there was a recognized need for even 

more classroom space. In March 1960, the Property Planning Committee was formed to 

develop plans for the Sunday School basement as well as changes to the interior décor of 

the church and Sunday School building. Several months after that, in September 1960, 

church architect T. Norman Mansell was brought in. And one year after that, in October 

1961, Mansell’s proposals were accepted by the Committee and submitted to Church 

Council. It was not until a January 1963 congregational meeting that the following 

proposals were presented to the congregation, followed by a tour of the church and Sunday 

School building with architect Mansell: 

1. Perform extensive renovations 

2. Erect a new building (which required consideration of a location for a new structure 

and disposition of the existing structure) 

3. Conduct only general repairs to the church and improvements to the Sunday School 

building 

In two separate congregational votes, the decision was to conduct only general repairs. 

That being said, though it was not a complete overhaul, at least some of the “repairs” could 

probably be considered “renovations.” Once the project was decided and approved in 

March 1964, an “Improvement Fund” campaign was undertaken, and work started on May 

11th of that year. The project concluded with a celebratory “Rededication Week,” held from 

September 27 to October 4, 1964.  The project cost $44,395.03 and included: 

• New pews, arranged with a center aisle 

o Previously, in the “old time” pew arrangement, the main floor was divided 
into four sections by two aisles.  The old pews were sold for $150 to the 

Assembly of God Church in Marietta, PA. 

• New carpet 

• Painting of interior walls, plus decorative painting on the front of the balcony on the 

east wall of the church of the symbols of the four Gospel writers  

• New stained glass window installations by Leonid Linauts of Mohnton, PA 

• Removal of the church tower and bell, rebuilding of the tower, and reinstallation of 

the bell 
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Additionally, 8 offering plates and 2 vases were re-plated; and new green, white, violet, and 

red paraments, a new altar cross, a memorial book, and an organ light were purchased. 

Most of these items were covered by member donations. 

The symbolism in the stained glass windows and the Gospel writers is described below, as 

recorded in the Rededication booklet. 
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Further work was completed in 1967, when the basement of the Sunday School building 

was renovated to add more classroom space and update the kitchen facilities. New parking 

lots were also added. The new spaces were dedicated on October 1, 1967. 

On March 31, 1974, rededication services were held after a complete rebuild of the 

Möller organ (often written as Moller or Moeller in English) and the addition of a new 

console and some new stops.  Just over 13 months later, St. Daniel’s celebrated the 

burning of the $21,300.00 organ debt. 

These various updates covering the 10 years from 1964-1974 reflect St. Daniel’s not only 

maintaining what we had but also preparing for future generations ahead. 

Fun facts: church attendance during 1961 when two services were held each Sunday 

totaled 14,686.  With only one service in 1962, it totaled 15,180.  Church attendance for the 

year 1963 was 14,776.  For 1964, it was 15,114. 

What an amazing and enduring history we share! 

Follow this space throughout the year for snippets of St. Daniel's history from 1751 to 2026. 



Posted to Facebook by Kim Henning 

August 13, 2026  Page 4 of 7 

Historical details taken from the 'St. Daniel's Evangelical Lutheran Church "Eck Kirche" 

1751-2001' church history book written by the St. Daniel's History Committee in 

celebration of the 250th anniversary. More details regarding this topic are found in Chapter 

2 – The Church Grows – Construction of the Second Church, 1814-1817 and Chapter 7 – 

The Organization Church – Church Finances. Additional details from Church Records and 

The Corner Church News from the applicable years. Photos from St. Daniel’s archives or as 

noted. 
 

#StDaniels #StDanielsLutheranChurch #EckKirche #CornerChurch #OnTheHillOverlookingRobesonia 

#RobesoniaPA #1751StDaniels2026 #275thAnniversary #HolyHighlights #History #OurHistory #1964Renovations 

#1974OrganRebuild #ReverendJamesMiller #ChurchRecord #CornerChurchNews #ALotHappensIn275Years  

 

 
Amazing photo showing the church bell resting next to the church while the steeple is being 

repaired.  It looks so small!  - Reading Eagle photo 
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Interior of the 

2nd church 

building after the 

1964 remodel 

created a 

center aisle. 

 

Photo by B.F. Reber 

Sept 24, 1964 

 

 

 

 

Memorials & Special Gifts 

recorded in the booklet 

for the week-long 

Rededication celebrations 

September 27 - October 4, 1964 
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1965 Church Record showed the financial info for the 1964 renovations. 


