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  HOLY HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE HILL OVERLOOKING ROBESONIA   
 
SET IN STONE – A NEW CHAPTER FOR ST. DANIEL'S 

Forty-eight years ago TODAY, on October 22, 1978, the cornerstone of the third St. 
Daniel's Lutheran Church was laid in a special ceremony, marking another milestone in 
the congregation's remarkable recovery from the devastating fire of December 1976. 
The service was conducted by Pastor Edward Cloughen, with the sermon preached by 
Reverend Jan C. Walker, Assistant to the President of the Northeastern Pennsylvania 
Synod of the Lutheran Church in America. 

But the cornerstone of the new church was not the only one to find a place in the 
building. The cornerstones recovered from the debris following the fire were 
incorporated into the new church during construction. The 1751-1814 and 1911 
cornerstones were placed directly beneath the 1977 cornerstone, whose date marks 
the beginning of construction rather than the date of the cornerstone ceremony. The 
1951 cornerstone from the former Sunday School building was also incorporated into 
the new church, just outside the entrance along Big Spring Road. Together, these 
cornerstones preserve a tangible connection to St. Daniel's past while linking its 
history to the present and future. 

Although the old cornerstones 
no longer contain 

their original time capsules,  
the new 1977 cornerstone does. 

 
As documented on Page 10 

of the bulletin for the 
Service of Laying of the Cornerstone, 

the following items 
were placed inside by 
the individuals listed: 
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The cornerstone ceremony marked another important milestone in the rebuilding of St. 
Daniel's. Less than two years after the devastating fire, the congregation had come a 
remarkable distance. With the dedication of the new church just weeks away, a new 
chapter in St. Daniel's long history was about to begin. 

What an amazing and enduring history we share! 

Follow this space throughout the year for snippets of St. Daniel's history from 1751 to 
2026. 
 
Historical details taken from the 'St. Daniel's Evangelical Lutheran Church "Eck Kirche" 
1751-2001' church history book written by the St. Daniel's History Committee in 
celebration of the 250th anniversary. More details regarding this topic are found in 
Chapter 2 – The Church Grows – Construction of the Third Church 1977-1978. 
Additional details from Church Records from applicable years and the 1978 Dedication 
booklet and Cornerstone Laying bulletin. Photos and articles from St. Daniel’s archives 
and albums owned by Margie Baerncopf, Joyce Hassler, and Nancy Wolfskill. 

 
#StDaniels #StDanielsLutheranChurch #EckKirche #CornerChurch 
#OnTheHillOverlookingRobesonia #RobesoniaPA #1751StDaniels2026 
#275thAnniversary #HolyHighlights #History #OurHistory #ThirdChurch 
#Construction #Rebuild #Cornerstone #CornerstoneLaying #1977Cornerstone 
#1751-1814Cornerstones #1911Cornerstone #1951Cornerstone 
#ReverendEdwardCloughen #ALotHappensIn275Years 
 

Construction of the church – August 1978 – Marge Baerncopf photos 
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The bulletin for the Service of Laying of the Cornerstone 
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Architect’s detail drawing for the 1977 cornerstone, including the cross on the side. 
(Yellowed on the folds from storage in St. Daniel’s archives.) 

 

 
Lebanon Daily News photo – Nov. 1978 

Joyce Hassler clipping 
(Again I say, doesn't the Chi Rho wall 

look so strange with no Chi Rho?!) 

Reading Eagle photo – October 23, 1978 
Marge Baerncopf clipping 
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Mark Wolfskill - Bldg Committee Chair, 

Vernon Bright - Council President, 
Rev. Edward Cloughen - Pastor, 

Rev. Jan Walker - Synod 
From St. Daniel’s archive 

Worship Service for the Laying of the Cornerstone 
October 22, 1978 

Nancy Wolfskill photo 
Note here that the cross is not yet hanging in the 

sanctuary! 
 

 

Members 
gather around 

the cornerstone 
for the 

ceremony 
October 22, 

1978 

  

All cornerstone ceremony 
photos courtesy of 

Nancy Wolfskill 
 
 

Elsie Shartle places a Lutheran 
Book of Worship 

in the cornerstone 
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Richard Hassler places the building permit in 

the cornerstone 
Stained glass artist Leonids Linauts places 

faceted glass in the cornerstone 

  
Mark Wolfskill and Vernon Bright place the 

groundbreaking program and the church 
constitution in the cornerstone,                      

with Pastor Cloughen 

Mark Wolfskill and Vernon Bright with 
Pastor Cloughen and Rev. Walker 

 

   
The cornerstone is in place. 

Marge Baerncopf photo 
The cornerstone is sealed in place. 

Nancy Wolfskill photo 
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THEN: View of St. Daniel's cornerstones 

(Photo from 1981) 
NOW: The cornerstones - April 28, 2026 

Photo by Kim Henning 
 

 

 

 
 

 
The cornerstones - April 28, 2026 - Photos by Kim Henning 

 

 


