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  HOLY HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE HILL OVERLOOKING ROBESONIA   
 
SACRED GROUND – THE MEMORIAL GARDEN 

When the devastating fire of December 8, 1976, destroyed the second St. Daniel's 
church, it left behind more than the ruins of a building. For generations, this had been a 
place where families gathered for worship, children were baptized and confirmed, 
couples were married, loved ones were remembered, and a congregation grew in faith 
and fellowship. Although the congregation would rebuild at a new location ‘on the hill 
overlooking Robesonia,’ the ground where the former church stood has remained an 
important part of St. Daniel's history. 
 
Even as plans were underway for the construction of the new church, the congregation 
recognized the significance of the former church site and, in March 1977, approved 
plans to establish a memorial where the destroyed building had stood. Work on the 
Memorial Garden began on April 29, 1978, with the goal of creating a place that would 
honor the past while oƯering a peaceful setting for reflection and remembrance. 
 
Among the remnants recovered from the fire was approximately one-third of the bell 
that had hung in the former church tower since December 1911 during the pastorate of 
Rev. Oscar Pflueger. The original 1,800-pound bell had been purchased from Meneely 
and Company of West Troy, NY, for 31 cents per pound. 
 
Church members Frederick Davis and Bonnie Thomas designed the memorial to 
incorporate the salvaged portion of the bell, suspended within a kiosk and surrounded 
by a brick walkway, benches, trees, and shrubbery. A wooden cross crafted by fellow 
member Joseph Bechtel was erected as the first phase of the project, placed at 
approximately the same location where the altar of the destroyed church had stood. A 
commemorative plaque recorded important dates in St. Daniel's history. All materials 
were donated by members and friends of the congregation, and volunteers performed 
all the work. 
 
In May 1978, while regular Sunday worship services were still being held at Conrad 
Weiser High School, members gathered at the former church site for a special Rogate 
Sunday service and blessing of the fields. Dogwood trees were planted at the memorial, 
continuing the transformation of the grounds into a place of beauty, reflection, and 
renewal. 
 
The completed Memorial Garden was dedicated on June 25, 1978, in a ceremony led by 
Pastor Edward Cloughen and attended by members and guests, including the Rev. Dr. 
Wilson B. Touhsaent, President of the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod. 
 
The Memorial Garden took on additional significance following the sudden passing of 
Rev. Ronald Weir, who served as pastor of St. Daniel's from May 1989 until his death in 
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September 1994. On September 24, 1995, the garden was rededicated as a living 
memorial honoring his life and ministry. The special worship service included a 
procession to the garden led by bagpipers Winifred Stanley and Sara Kent, dressed in 
traditional Highland attire. St. Daniel's choirs and congregation members participated 
in the service, celebrating Pastor Weir's life and ministry. 
 
In preparation for the rededication, the garden underwent extensive restoration. 
Overgrown plantings were removed and replaced with new perennials and trees. 
Church member Terry Williams coordinated the landscaping, with some work 
completed by fellow member Timothy Feeg as part of his Eagle Scout project. The bell 
housing was sandblasted and repainted, the brass historical plaque was refinished, 
and the surrounding stone wall was repointed. Congregation members contributed 
more than $3,000 toward the project. 
 
A copper beech and five weeping beech trees, representing Pastor Weir's five years of 
ministry at St. Daniel's, were dedicated along with a sign commemorating his service. 
The bulletin for the rededication included these especially meaningful words: 
"Peace, tranquility, beauty, and love are found in a garden. As a living memorial to 
Ronald W. Weir, may each tree, flower, shrub, and living creature grow and burst into life, 
touching and renewing the inner spirit of all who come here to share in Ron's love for 
life." 
 
Over the years, the Memorial Garden continued to serve as more than a historical 
landmark. Easter sunrise observances included draping the wooden cross with white 
cloth to symbolize Christ's resurrection. Blessings of the fields and Memorial Day 
observances also brought members back to the grounds where earlier generations had 
worshiped. 
 
Sadly, in 2015, the brass commemorative plaques were stolen from the garden, leaving 
behind only the concrete bases on which they had been mounted. Their loss also 
meant the disappearance of historical information that helped visitors understand the 
significance of the site. 
 
Although the surrounding St. Daniel's Cemetery continues to attract visitors 
researching their family histories, the Memorial Garden itself has received less 
attention over the years. Its location at a busy intersection, with limited visibility for 
those crossing from the church parking area, has also made group gatherings more 
challenging. Yet the importance of this ground has never diminished. 
 
As St. Daniel's celebrates its 275th anniversary in 2026, renewed attention is being 
given to the Memorial Garden and its place in the congregation's history. During a 
volunteer workday in July, members trimmed, weeded, and edged the grounds, taking 
an important first step toward restoring the garden's appearance. The original sign is 
also being restored, and there are hopes of replacing the missing plaques with durable, 
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historically appropriate markers that will once again tell visitors the stories behind the 
salvaged bell and wooden cross. Additional restoration and maintenance will help 
ensure that this meaningful place continues to receive the care and respect it deserves. 
 
It is remarkable to stand in the Memorial Garden today and imagine that an entire 
church and Sunday School addition once stood on this seemingly small site! But the 
Memorial Garden is not simply a reminder of the buildings lost in 1976. It marks ground 
that witnessed generations of congregational life, the heartbreak of devastating loss, 
and the determination to begin again. It is also a place where the memory of a beloved 
pastor continues to be honored. Nearly fifty years after the fire, the salvaged bell and 
wooden cross remain tangible connections to those who came before us. They remind 
us that while buildings may be lost and time may pass, the faith and dedication of those 
who came before us remain part of who we are today. 
 
Preserving the Memorial Garden is more than caring for a historic site. It is a way of 
honoring the generations who helped build St. Daniel's and ensuring that their 
story continues to be remembered. 
 
What an amazing and enduring history we share! 
 
Follow this space throughout the year for snippets of St. Daniel's history from 1751 to 
2026. 
 
Historical details taken from the 'St. Daniel's Evangelical Lutheran Church "Eck Kirche" 
1751-2001' church history book written by the St. Daniel's History Committee in 
celebration of the 250th anniversary. More details regarding this topic are found in 
Chapter 2 – The Church Grows – Memorial Garden. Photos and articles from St. Daniel’s 
archives and albums owned by Margie Baerncopf, Nan Feeg, Joyce Hassler, and Nancy 
Wolfskill. Present day photos by Kim Henning. 
 
#StDaniels #StDanielsLutheranChurch #EckKirche #CornerChurch 
#OnTheHillOverlookingRobesonia #RobesoniaPA #1751StDaniels2026 #275thAnniversary 
#HolyHighlights #History #OurHistory #ChurchFire #ReverendEdwardCloughen 
#MemorialGarden #ChurchBell #ReverendRonaldWeir #ALotHappensIn275Years 
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LEFT: A reminder of the size and location of the 2nd 
church building and Sunday School addition 

before the fire on December 8, 1976. 
 

BELOW: The cleared site in March 1978. 
(The white patch is snow.) 

 
Photos:  St. Daniel’s archives 

 
NOTICE THE STONE WALL THAT REMAINS 

 

 
 

 

 

 
LEFT:  1978 – Marge Baerncopf photo 

ABOVE:  November 5, 2026 – photo by Kim Henning 
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ABOVE: Reading Eagle photos 
by Owen C. Stout 

May 7, 1978 
Joyce Hassler clippings 

LEFT: Drawing of planned layout of the 
Memorial Garden, with side and overhead 

views. 
Marge Baerncopf scrapbook 
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Select pages from the bulletin for the Memorial Dedication.  Author’s highlight. 
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A piano was moved to the site for the dedication! 

ABOVE: Nancy Wolfskill photo Memorial Dedication – June 25, 1978 

  
ABOVE ROW: Marge Baerncopf photos Pastor Edward Cloughen 
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ABOVE:  Reading Eagle photo by Owen C. Stout – June 26, 1978 

Joyce Hassler clipping 

 

LEFT: The bell in Spring 2015. 
A portion of the yoke has come oƯ of 
the bell since it was originally hung at 
the Memorial. 
 
Photo: St. Daniel’s archives 

RIGHT: June 24, 2024 
Photo by Kim Henning 
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The brass plaque displayed on the concrete base under the bell, before it was stolen in 2015. 

  
Tim Feeg – 1995 Eagle Scout project 

Nan Feeg photo 
Service of Blessing & Dedication of the Memorial Garden in memory of Pastor 
Ronald Weir. Bagpipers, Tim Feeg, Pastor George Grubb, and Terry Williams. 
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Service of Blessing and Dedication of the Memorial Garden, 
in memory of Pastor Ron Weir 

September 24, 1995 
 

St. Daniel’s archives 
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Easter 
April 5, 2015 

 
The sign is currently 

being restored. 
 

Photos: 
St. Daniel’s archives 
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Memorial Garden 
July 21, 2026 

 
Photos by Kim Henning 

 

 


